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LEE HIGHLEY. The engineering profession seems peculiarly adapted to bringing out all the strength of character of a man, and giving him not only splendid self-control and reliance upon himself, but control over other men and ability to carry out difficult undertakings. One of the members of this profession who is indeed an honor to it is Lee Highley, chief engineer of the Pacific and Idaho Northern Railway Company, and one of the men who has made the new town of New Meadows what it is today--a thriving, growing center of civilization.

Lee Highley was born at Farmington, Missouri, on the 5th of December, 1871, and is the son of Thomas Johnson Highley. The latter, who was also born in the state of Missouri, is now a prosperous farmer and lives near Farmington. He has witnessed many interesting events, having lived through the exciting period of the Civil war and the Reconstruction days that followed. He, himself, was exempt from service, being too young to bear arms, but his father enlisted and was killed in a skirmish near Red Bud, Illinois. He married Mary Josephine Williams, who was born in Missouri and is still living, having reached the age of sixty-two. Mr. and Mr. Thomas Highley became the parents of four children, and of these Lee Highley was the eldest. The others are Mrs. Tessa E. McClanahan, Maurice Highley and Mr. Estella Hopkins, all of whom are living in Missouri.

The early schooling of Lee Highley was had in the district school near his home. He then attended Carleton College at Farmington for a time. He next matriculated at the Missouri State University at Columbia, Missouri, and in 1896 he was graduated from this institution with the degree of B. S. in C. E. Determining to have the best education in his chosen profession that the country could afford he then entered Cornell University at Ithaca, New York, and after studying for a year he was graduated from this institution, then as now acknowledged to be without a peer in its engineering department. He received his C. E. degree from here in 1897 and then went into active civil engineering work.

His first position was with the Illinois Central Railroad, in the engineering department, in the office of supervisor of tracks. He remained in this position for eight months and was then sent to Memphis, Tennessee, where he was chainman in grade reduction and change of alignment work. He remained in the southern city for seven months, then went to Council Bluffs, Iowa, and as instrument man on the construction of the Fort Dodge and Omaha Railroad remained there until the completion of the road, which took place in January, 1900. From there he went to Centralia, Illinois, and became assistant engineer, in charge of the double track work in Illinois, for the Illinois Central Railroad Company, remaining in that position until December, 1900, when he received another promotion, this time to Carbondale, Illinois, as assistant engineer, in the maintenance of way office, for the Illinois Central Railroad Company. He remained there for four months and then resigned from the service of this road to enter that of the Missouri Pacific and Iron Mountain system. He accepted a position in the bridge and building department, making his headquarters at first at Pacific, Missouri. He went into the service of this road in 1901 and remained at Pacific for five years. Then his headquarters were changed to St. Louis and he resided there until 1910, when he resigned his position to come to Idaho.

It was in June, 1910, that he came to Weiser, Idaho, as chief engineer in charge of the construction work on the Pacific & Idaho Northern Railway Company, from Evergreen to New Meadows. In June, 1911, the offices of the company were moved to New Meadows and Mr. Highley removed to the new town. Here he has since lived and has played a very important part in the development and growth of the city.

In addition to being chief engineer of the Pacific & Idaho Northern, he is also one of the directorate, and he has many other business interests in this section of the country. He is a director and is secretary and treasurer of the Coeur d'Or Development Company, which owns the town site of New Meadows, and the town itself was laid out under the supervision of Mr. Highley. He is president of the Meadows Valley Bank, and is chairman of the board of trustees of the village, which is equivalent to saying that he is mayor of the town. He is one of the directors of the Missouri Bridge and Iron Company, of St. Louis, St. Louis City, Missouri. He has always taken a keen interest in educational matters and is one of the school trustees of New Meadows, displaying great activity in establishing good educational facilities in the town.

In politics, as is to be expected, Mr. Highley votes independently of any party, preferring to vote for the man he thinks best fitted for the office and not because he is the candidate of any one party. He is very active in church affairs, being a member of the Methodist Episcopal church. He was elected chairman of the Bishop's committee for the building of St. Georg's Episcopal church and he still remains in that capacity, his work now being to see that the church is maintained. He is also superintendent of the Union Sunday school of New Meadows. In fraternal affairs he is a member of the Masons, belonging to Salubria Chapter at Cambridge, Idaho. He is also a member of the American Society of Civil Engineers and a member of the National Geographic Society. Although deeply interested in social and fraternal organizations he finds a chief pleasure in the home and family.

Mr. Highley was married on the 12th of May, 1906, to Miss Olive Myrtle Henderson, of Missouri Valley, Iowa. Mrs. Highley is a daughter of David and Sarah Henderson, prominent and highly respected citizens who were natives of New York and Indiana, respectively. The mother is still living in Missouri Valley, but Mr. Henderson is now deceased. Mrs. Highley is as able in her field of work as is Mr. Highley in his, and she is counted one of the leaders in church and social affairs in New Meadows. She is president of the auxiliary guild of St. George's, which was organized in August, 1912, and in many other ways lends an active and loyal support to the work of the church. Being a woman of considerable executive ability and with progressive and practical ideas, when the Women's Improvement Club was formed in the fall of 1911, Mrs. Highley was very naturally elected president. She filled the office with great credit until the expiration of her term, when she was succeeded by Mrs. E. M. Heigho.

Mr. Highley is in a position to know perhaps better than most business men the advantages and disadvantages of the state in which he has come to make his home. He believes it to be a country fraught with great possibilities, and capable of supporting a greatly increased population. He says that the spirit of its people is very progressive and this will naturally result in a wonderful development in the next decade. He says that, "in this part of the state our resources are almost untouched and hold out a splendid inducement to persons in older parts of the country, who have the courage to come here and take hold with a will and determination to succeed."

***************************************************
LEE HIGHLEY DIED MONDAY AT COUNCIL BLUFF, IOWA.

We learned with much sorrow of the passing of Lee Highley, which occurred at five o'clock on Monday evening at a hospital at Council Bluffs, Iowa, which he had entered for treatment a week before, aged 69 years, 1 months and 27 days.

Funeral services were conducted at the Methodist Church at Loveland, Iowa, Wednesday afternoon, with interment in the Branson Cemetery at Loveland.

The deceased was the older son of the late Thomas J. and Mary Williams Highley. He was born on December 6, 1871, on what has been known for many years as the J. B. Williams farm, one mile north of Farmington. He was reared in this community and attended the local public schools and Carleton College. He received a degree in Civil Engineering from the University of Missouri and later took a post-graduate course in Engineering at Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y. After graduation, he was employed as an engineer for several years by the Illinois Central Railroad following which he entered the employ of the Missouri Pacific Railway. For a few years he was located at Pacific, Mo. While engaged in his work as an engineer he met and married Miss Olive M. Henderson, of Loveland, Iowa, their marriage taking place in May 1906. After a residence of four years in St. Louis, Mr. and Mrs. Highley went to Idaho where his work called him and in 1911 they located at New Meadows where they continued to live until Mrs. Highley's death which occurred on April 13, 1939. Her body was taken back to her old home town of Loveland, Iowa, for interment. Soon after her passing, Mr. Highley's health became seriously impaired and late last fall he went to Loveland to spend the winter with his wife's sister. Recently his condition grew worse and ten days ago he entered a hospital at Council Bluffs, where the end came as stated above.

During Mr. Highley's residence at New Meadows, he was active in the town's business, civic, educational and religious circles. He was cashier of the local bank for many years, member of the school board and a leader in the church.

The editor of The News became acquainted with Lee Highley in the autumn of 1890 while both were students at Carleton College. A close friendship was formed then which lasted through the years. He was one of the finest men it was ever our privilege to know -- kind, unassuming, courteous, honest, intelligent, unselfish, public spirited, broadminded, deeply religious, considerate. 

{Note: According to my calculations, given age and date of birth as stated above, death would have occurred Abt. Feb. 2nd or 3rd, 1941, as he would have turned 69 on Dec. 6, 1940, and he was 69 years, 1 month and 27 days at death. Actually, I figured Feb. 2nd, but obit states that death occurred on "Monday" evening and Feb. 3, 1941, fell on a Monday} 

[Source: The above obit was obtained from the files of the Farmington Library. Name and date of newspaper were not noted on the clipping, although I assume it was taken from The Farmington News.]

